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Assignments 
 
Bookwriters - Creating colorful language for the dialogue   
 
If you are enrolled as a bookwriter, please do this assignment only. 
If you are enrolled as a bookwriter/lyricist, please do this assignment and the lyricist 
assignment below. 
If you are enrolled as part of a writing team, please do this assignment first, then any 
teamwork as outlined below. 
 
Write two short scenes for three characters.  In one scene, the topic is joyful, but the 
occasion in the background is sad.  For instance, a young man has brought his girlfriend 
to his grandmother’s funeral.  Since they have traveled a great distance, he uses this 
opportunity to introduce the girl to his mother as his intended bride.  Do not write this 
scenario, create your own, taking care to be specific and use detail to reflect the 
circumstances and the needs of the people in the scene.. 
 
In the second scene, the topic will be sad, but the occasion in the background is joyful.  
For instance, woman tells her husband and daughter the results of her mammogram are 
positive while people in the other room are celebrating the first birthday of the woman’s 
grandchild.  Again, do not write this scenario, create your own, creating specific 
language and using detail to reflect the circumstances and needs of the people in the 
scene.  You may use the same set of characters in each scene, or create new people for 
each scene. 
 
Remember the purpose of this assignment is detail and specificity in language.  Make an 
effort to make the language as specific and detail filled as you can.  It may sound force 
and over-written to you (and it probably will be).  That’s OK.  The point is to practice 
being as specific and detailed as you can. 
 
Composers - Creating Musical Statements To Explore The Emotional Context.   
 
If you are enrolled as a composer, please do this assignment only. 
If you are enrolled as a composer/lyricist, or as part of a writing team, please do Part A 
of this assignment, then complete the lyricist assignment before you do Part B   of this 
assignment. 
 
Part A:Compose several short tone poems of any length you like (8 – 16 bars is 
sufficient), one each for the following central images: 
 
Sunrise 
Red Hair 
A Walk in the Woods 
A Mountain of Debt 
 
This is a very subjective exercise.  Perhaps Sunrise suggests “Oh, how I hate to get up 
in the morning,” to one composer, yet evokes a sense of natural quiet and joy to another.  
In each case, write a few sentences about what the image means to you to help focus 
the music. 
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Part B: Refer to the lyric exercise below.  Now write a 32-bar song in the form A-A-B-A 
on the concept of “home” to a soldier who has been deployed for 2 years and is about to 
be released.  If you are working with a lyricist, set those lyrics to music.  If you are 
working alone, simply write music you hear for the character and situation. 
 
Remember, this is an assignment in detail and specificity.  Make your music as home-
like as you can, whatever that means to you. 
 

Lyricists - Exploring Detail and Specific Imagery in the Lyric 

 

If you are enrolled as a lyricist, please do this assignment only. 
If you are enrolled as part of a writing team, please do Part A of this assignment first, 
then do Part B as your teamwork. 
 
Part A:  Create new images for tired old ideas.  We’ve all heard “When the moon hits 
your eye like a big pizza pie,” for instance.  Yet the moon seems to persist through the 
decades as a presence in romantic songs.  “Caught between the moon and New York 
City,” “That Old Devil Moon,” “Blue Moon,” and others. 
 
Write 5 phrases using the moon in fresh, previously unsung ways.  If the character 
singing were a florist or a gardener, for instance, the image might be:  “Big and yellow, a 
daisy without petals.” 
 
Now create imagery that describes people.  Here’s a line from an unpublished lyric, 
describing a vapid, rather unlikeable person:   
 

Like a flaw without a diamond, you might say 
 

Create one image (one or more words or an entire line of lyric like the one above) that 
would serve in a lyric to describe each of the following people: 
 

A very handsome man 
A wise old woman 
A fashion model 
A stevedore 
An irritating child 

 

Part B:  Now create 4 stanzas in the A-A-B-A format.  The singer is a young soldier who 
has been serving in combat, thousands of miles from home for nearly two years.  He has 
just learned that he is going home tomorrow.  The lyric should be a joyous expression of 
what he is looking forward to on his first day home.  Use as much specific imagery as 
you can to describe what he anticipates.  Do not use the word “home” anywhere in the 
lyric.  However, when he gets to the end of the four stanzas, “home” should be the word 
uppermost in the audience’s mind. 
 


