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OUTLINING LAB – STEP #2 – HANDOUT #2
THE PREMISE

Sample Premise

Gypsy tells the true story of Gypsy Rose Lee’s rise to fame via vaudeville and the burlesque stage, and of one of the most domineering stage mothers in theatrical history.  Mama Rose scrimps, finagles and bullies a pathway for her youngest daughter, June, to become a star on the vaudeville stage.  When June rebels against obeying her mother’s every command by running away, Rose turns her attention to Louise; all her attention.  Louise eventually sheds her mother, and blossoms all on her own in the stage persona of Gypsy.  Left on her own, Mama Rose finally learns a little grace and humility.

Premise Breakdown:

Backstory:  Gypsy tells the true story of Gypsy Rose Lee’s rise to fame via vaudeville and the burlesque stage, and of one of the most domineering stage mothers in theatrical history.  

Beginning:  Mama Rose scrimps, finagles and bullies a pathway for her youngest daughter, June, to become a star on the vaudeville stage.  

Middle:  When June rebels against obeying her mother’s every command by running away, Rose turns her attention to Louise; all her attention.

End: Louise eventually sheds her mother, and blossoms all on her own in the stage persona of Gypsy.  

Conclusion: Left on her own, Mama Rose finally learns a little grace and humility.

