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OUTLINING - STEP #5 – THE OUTLINE

ASSIGNMENT

Convert your Rough Outline into a first draft of an Outline.

You will be receiving detailed feedback on the CONTENT of your Outline.  Before you read (or listen to) this feedback – please read the following disclaimer:

A DISCLAIMER FROM YOUR DRAMATURGE

Thank you for being brave enough to share your initial thoughts on your project.

My notes and questions are intended to act as food for thought as you are working on the next draft of your outline.  Please do not feel that you need to defend your choices, or to directly answer the questions.  If you feel that I have misinterpreted something in the outline – then ask yourself: is there something you can strengthen or clarify to make sure that your audience doesn’t make the same misinterpretation?  If you find yourself saying “that will become clear in the writing”: stop for a moment and see if you can find a way to clarify the moment in the outline.  

When I offer solutions – they are meant as examples of possible solutions only: they are not directives that you are expected to follow.

Keep working toward an outline that simply describes the ACTION of the scene.  Deal only with what your audience will SEE and HEAR – not with what you hope they will THINK.  

Remember: a rock solid outline with a clear beginning, middle, and end; and a clearly defined arc for your main character; will be an invaluable blueprint to refer to once you begin to write your first draft.

