

The Ballad – Exercise
Compare two classic ballads with two contemporary ballads.  

Jot down some notes about the function of each of the stanzas, and compare whether there are noticeable differences in form between the four songs.

Jot down some notes about how the music is conveying the emotion of the character, and the lyrics are subordinate to the music.

Outline the idea for an original ballad which would be sung by a character who's just lost a spouse (divorce; death; accident).  Jot down some notes about how you would approach the song if it were in

a classical musical

a contemporary musical



