
 

 

 
 

The Comedy Song - Assignment 
Becky Shaw 

 
Write a comedy song for the character of Becky to sing in Act 2 Scene one from Gina Gianfriddo’s 
play Becky Shaw. The moment will be for the character of Becky at the very beginning of the scene, 
when she's describing her awful night. 
 
In this scene Becky is “rehearsing” a story she plans to tell her employer, trying to determine how best 
to use the story to her advantage. The employer, Andrew enters immediately, and she gets right on 
with her plan.  
 
You will not let Andrew enter. Instead, you will write a comedy song for Becky to sing, as she deals 
with her “problem.” Remember, the source material is a play, not a musical. That means the characters 
are not necessarily transparent. You will have to read the entire play to fully understand why Becky is 
“rehearsing” at the top of this scene. Her rehearsal may or may not be the topic of your song. Whatever 
topic you choose for the song, the song will be about Becky trying to solve her problem, her complaint, 
if you will.  
 
Make a list of aspects of the character’s personality that might affect the song. Put some specific 
language on the list, nouns, verbs, and OK, if you must, adjectives and adverbs, that relate to the 
moment in the scene. Outline the progress of the song: What is the thesis, how does it develop and 
where does it end (beginning, middle, end). Do this before you begin writing. 
 
Lyricists:  write the lyrics, as well as a description about what each stanza is hoping to accomplish.  
Include some notes about Becky's subtext, and what kind of reaction she's hoping to get from Andrew. 
 
Composers:  write the music, as well as a brief description about the Becky's state of mind, and how 
you're hoping that is reflected in your music.   Include some notes about Becky's subtext, and what 
kind of reaction she's hoping to get from Andrew. 
 

 


