

The Comedy Song – Exercise
Compare two classic comedy songs with two contemporary comedy songs.  

Jot down some notes about the function of each of the stanzas, and compare whether there are noticeable differences in form between the four songs.

Jot down some notes about object of humor in each of the songs.  (Hint:  there's a stronger tendency in contemporary shows to include cruelty or mockery as the source of humor for comedy songs.  But what other differences might you discover of what was funny then versus what's funny now?  How are jokes and puns different?  What about self-pity; is that different across the ages?)
Outline the idea for an original comedy song which would be sung by a character who's just been fired from a job (s)he was desperate to keep.  Jot down some notes about how you would approach the song if it were in

a classical musical

a contemporary musical


