

The Ensemble Song – A Definition
One of the trickiest aspects to an ensemble song is finding a lyric which each of the characters logically can sing, even though they're coming from different points of view.  You might need to look for words which are a little more generic than a soloist would sing, but because a particular character sings those words, they pop with different meanings.  (Look, for instance, the way the lyric "a weekend in the country!" at the Act One Final of A Little Night Music can be horrible, exciting, mystifying, romantic, depending upon who's singing it.)

The composer has a similar tricky problem:  if the ensemble sings together, what tone/setting will be suitable to all the characters?    Things have changed since the days of operetta and Gilbert and Sullivan, in which the style of music didn't necessarily change dramatically according to the psychological makeup of the character singing it; they did what they could with the tools they had, but these days composers can really paint psychological profiles with music...and if an ensemble is all singing the same music all at once...what is that music which will suit everyone?

Examples of Ensemble Songs
Classic:

A Weekend in the Country (A Little Night Music)

I Don't Understand the Poor (A Gentleman's Guide to Murder)

Opening (Beauty and the Beast)
Contemporary

Saturday Night (The Wedding Singer)

Spooky Mormon Hell Dream (The Book of Mormon)

Miracle (Matilda)

Opening Sequence (Frozen; the movie)


