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Unit Five: Dramatic Examples

Underscoring in a dramatic musical may, at times, be heavier and fuller than in a comedic setting. One great example to look at is the latter half of the second act of South Pacific which contains many war scenes. In order to build the tension, the full orchestra underscores a lot. In a more contemporary show, The Secret Garden, this technique may be used, but lighter more sparse underscoring is more commonly found.

In this first example, we can see the sound of the robin. Make a note of how the cue is indicated.
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In this second example, note how the sting brings to mind the memory of life in India, how simply it is orchestrated and how clear the cue is indicated.
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Finally, in this final example, make a note of how the dialogue cues are indicated in relationship to the building chords.
[image: Diagram, engineering drawing

Description automatically generated]


Music Lab
image1.jpeg
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Robin Cues

Dickon: “Well, if somethin’ is sick, I take a look at it, sure I do.”

Dickon: “A penny’s worth of seeds for your garden.”
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(Fwhistle) “Tell her what kind.”
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Dickon: “If you don’t want "em I'll...” (He pours the seeds into Mary’s hands.)
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“Take the seed, girl.”
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India Sting #2

[Warn] Ben: “Maybe he does, but I can't go losin’ my job on
the advice of a bird, now can 17 And the same goes for you.”

Mary: “My Uncle Archie said..."

Ben: “Your Uncle Archie is gone most of the time, Missy.

[Cue] And who's to say what might happen if he weren' here t0 stop it?”

(Finger Cym)
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Before Final Storm
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[Cue]
Rose: “What is that infernal wailing?"

[Cue]
‘Albert: “I should have sent you away
while there was still time."”
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Claire ...Letting their sewage run in the strets.” ‘Alice: “They're servanis, darling,
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Segue as one to “Final Storm”
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