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Unit Five: Comedic Examples

Particularly in comedy, underscoring can be quite light. As indicated in the example below from Avenue Q, it can be a simple well-timed chord. Notice that it is played in a register higher than the spoken voice.
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In the next example, below, the underscoring is a simple bell tree. When using underscoring, it can be tempting to write too much. Sometimes, shorter, lighter sound or musical motives work better.
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In this final example from Avenue Q, please not how light the texture is and how lightly scored the idea is. You can also see how the cues are indicated at the end of the line for the release of the fermata. In more contemporary shows, underscore is often used very lightly and sparingly.
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CUE:
VIDEO: "Birthday Party Clown"
PRINCETON: "Closer—but still no."
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THE BAD IDEA BEARS

[Rev. 7/28/03] Music and Lyrics by
ROBERT LOPEZ and
JEFF MARX

Orchestrated by
STEPHEN OREMUS

CUE:
PRINCETON: “Its right here in the comer of my mind. My purpose. Its...IUs
[THE BEARS Appear]
! Bell Tree (down-ward stroke) d

CUE:
BEARS: “Sec you around, Princeton!”

PRINCETON: “See you around, guys”
[BEARS exit]

[THE BEARS disappear]
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PRINCETON AND KATE
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CUE:
KATE: "It was perfectly articulate. Ireally do have to go."

Sweetly Hold until cue
Poco rit. light goes off
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