
WritingMusicalTheatre.com


Advanced Lyric Lab

Syllabus

Please follow the order of the units as listed on this syllabus as many of the topics build upon previous material.  You should feel free to take this course at your own pace.  We suggest one or two units a week, but one or two a month is also an acceptable pace.  Most units have a video, a handout, a test, and an assignment.  Some units have multiples of some of these, and some units have optional exercises.
Overview and Review Test
To review all the topics covered in the Lyric Lab.

Character Through Diction
An exploration of the meaning inherent in the sound of the syllables themselves, irregardless of syntax.  But also an examination of syntax, slang, vocabulary, imagery, etc. which can help determine character.

Substitution
Substitution of irregular meter for regular meter is the heart of lyric writing: using all the tools of meter and stress in order to support meaning.  The most difficult and complex unit in all the Lyric Lab and Advanced Lyric Lab.  Four videos and a very challenging test.  

Linear Prosody
Making sure that a phrase stays in tact if its meaning would otherwise be unclear; and making sure that the succeeding phrase does not encroach the previous one.

Conversational Prosody
Contemporary conversational prosody; pitfalls and praises.

More Progressions.

Adding to the knowledge of progressions from the Lyric Lab.  Interrogative, Imperative, Invitational and Rhetorical.
List Songs.
Straightforward examination of the characteristics of List Songs; how to set them up; how to kill them.

Twist Songs
Storytelling Twists, Shifting Point of View, Pronoun Shifts.

Philosophy of Metaphor
This unit initiates a four-part study of Metaphor in musical theatre writing, examining the writers’ relationship and duty to society.

Simile
Similes are much more complex and more powerful than merely “as bold as a lion.”

Metaphor
The difference between similes and metaphors, and an examination of metaphoric points of view.

A Brief Glossary of Metaphor
Some extremely useful (if academic) literary devices, including allegory, metonymy, parable, anthimeria, personification, simile and synecdoche.
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