

Character Through Diction

Assignment

Examine two of the “Sixteen Examples Of Lyrics Which Demonstrate Character Through

Diction”
A.  Write a one-paragraph prose analysis of the diction of each of the two characters

you have selected. Address issues such as vocabulary, grammar, point of view,

educational background, social status, regionalisms, etc. Don’t write a paragraph

paraphrasing the character’s subtext and emotions; the thesis of your paragraph should be

how the diction reveals character traits, and how choice of language provides clues about

personality and psychological makeup.

B. Write two A’s of an AABA structure in the voice of one of the characters you

selected in your analysis; you may use any rhythm and meter and rhyme scheme -- but

you must use the content of the other character which you analyzed. (For example, you’ll

have Madame Armfeldt trying to convince a crowd that pool halls are bad for them; or

vice versa, you’ll have Harold Hill reminiscing about trysts in his past.) You may

choose to employ metric substitutions; but if you do, each quatrain must have exactly the

same substitutions in exactly the same locations.

C. Hand in two copies of your A’s: one which is clean, without any marks on it, and

one which accomplishes the following:

Analysis 

Scan your quatrain

Indicate all moras, ictuses, pickups and feet

Annotate all of the following:

· meter (e.g., “anapestic tetrameter”)

· rhyme scheme (e.g., small letters along the right side)

· metric substitutions

· intended progression (e.g., “problem/examination/solution”)

· alliteration, assonance, consonance

· For EVERY metric substitution, demonstrate how it metrically exactly matches the equivalent line in other stanzas.

The marked up copy is likely to be a big sloppy-looking mess by the time you’re done

with it. That’s fine. Just be sure to include a clean copy as well.

