

Substitution Exercise #1
There’s a Fine, Fine Line
1.  Scan the following lyric from Avenue Q and discern where substitutions have been made.

2.  UN-substitute.  That is, rewrite lyric to make it perfect trochaic tetrameter.  This might mean taking out words, adding words, or even rewriting phrases.  Every foot must be a perfect trochee; no exceptions.

3.  Now examine your new perfect trochaic version, and make a few substitutions into IT, according to some of the Reasons for Substitutions discussed in this lab.  Find substitutions which will enhance the meaning, or allow the phrase to breathe, etc.  Make at least two substitutions, but feel free to make more.

4.  Scan your final version.
THERE’S A FINE FINE LINE

(from Avenue Q)

There's a fine, fine line

Between a lover, and a friend.

There's a fine, fine line

Between reality, and pretend;

And you never know 'til you reach the top

If it was worth the uphill climb.

There's a fine, fine line

Between love, and a waste of time.

There's a fine, fine line

Between a fairy tale, and a lie.

And there's a fine, fine line

Between "you're wonderful" and "goodbye."
I guess if someone doesn't love you back

It isn't such a crime

But there's a fine, fine line

Between love and a waste of your time.
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