

Substitution Exercise #3
from Ragtime
1.  Scan the following lyric from Ragtime and discern where substitutions have been made.  (Hint: you’ll discover it’s very reliably trochaic -- but is it trochaic trimeter, or trochaic tetrameter with the entire fourth foot substituted?  Either option is justifiable.)

2.  Whether you choose trimeter or tetrameter, rewrite lyric to make it perfect trochaic meter.  This might mean taking out words, adding words, or even rewriting phrases.  Every foot must be a perfect trochee; no exceptions.  (If you choose trochaic tetrameter, you’ll have many additional feet in every line which you’ll get to write -- well worth the time, exploring in this way.)

3.  Now examine your new perfect trochaic version, and make a few substitutions into IT, according to some of the Reasons for Substitutions discussed in this lab.  Find substitutions which will enhance the meaning, or allow the phrase to breathe, etc.  Make at least four substitutions, but feel free to make more.

4.  Scan your final version.
Your Daddy's Son

Daddy played piano,

Played it very well.

Music from those hands could

Catch you like a spell.

He could make you love him

'Fore the tune was done.

You have your daddy's hands.

You are your daddy's son.

Daddy never knew

That you were on your way.

He had other ladies

And other tunes to play.

When he up and left me,

I just up and run.

Only thing in my head -

You are your daddy's son.
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