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Prosody Assignment
(part three)
Part Three -  Hark the Herald Angels Sing/America the Beautiful
The lyrics to two famous compositions have been swapped, and the result is bad prosody.  Your assignment is to alter the lyrics as little as possible so as to restore good prosody.

Repair the lyric in both songs.

Each phrase is to retain as much of its original meaning as possible.  For example, you might need to rewrite “amber waves of grain” as “amber oceans of grain” or “grain in waves of tan” to allow it to scan correctly, or you might need to find a different color of grain; but try to retain the water/wave metaphor if possible.

You are not to change a single note of music.

Note: in the music of Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, several of the measures call for a melisma (more than one note on a single syllable).  In your rewrite of the lyric, try to preserve this musical idea.  For example, in the last two notes of measure 2, the original lyric was “si-ing” on two notes ‑‑ attempt in your rewrite to find a new single syllable to function as a melisma, just as in the original.
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Hark! the herald an - gels sing: Glo-ry to the new-born

king. Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin-ners re-con - ciled.  Joy-

ful all ye na - tions rise, join the tri-umph of the skies. With an - gelic host

pro - claim: Christ is born in Beth - le - hem.
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O beau-ti - ful for spa - cious skies, for am - ber waves of grain.

For pur-ple moun - tain ma-je - sties a-bove the frui-ted plain. A-mer-1i - ca!

A-mer-i - cal God shed His grace on thee. And crown thy good

with bro-ther hood from sea to shin-ing sea! And crown thy good
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