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Scansion Exercises - Part One
Scan the following verses, marking:  ictus, mora, virgule.

Label each with its metrical form (e.g., “trochaic tetrameter”)

1.

I see a pretty lady dance

And think of nothing but romance.
 meter:_________________________

2.

Seeing pretty ladies dancing

Makes me long for fine romancing.
 meter:_________________________

3.

Wishing and fishing are wonderful.

Would that they paid for expenditures.
 meter:_________________________

4.

In a word, we are fools.

We’re in love.  Say no more!
 meter:_________________________

5.

Hunting through woods, I’ve been lost, I’ve been foraging.

Watching the squirrels and rabbits all foraging.
 meter:_________________________

6.

Ignoring you I find too hard.

You simply take my breath away.

And though I’m always on my guard,

Your scent, your smile: I’ve lost a day.
 meter:_________________________

7.

Your logic keeps me over-awed.

And so I stop and can’t applaud.
 meter:_________________________

8.

Mother has told me that I’m disinherited.

Cousins and nephews are more to be merited.

 meter:_________________________

9.

Maybe it’s true that I have no sincerity,

Over-achieving in ambidexterity.
 meter:_________________________

10.

People who have gone the distance

Have a mighty fine existence.
 meter:_________________________

11.

Then on, ye still with strength.

Our hope redeems us pure.

The life to come leads on

And so we shall endure.
 meter:_________________________

Scansion Exercises - Part Two

Scansion Exercise 2.1 - Write and scan eight lines of perfect iambic pentameter using only masculine rhymes.  Mark ictus, mora and virgule.

Scansion Exercise 2.2 - Write and scan eight lines of perfect trochaic tetrameter using only feminine rhymes.  Mark ictus, mora and virgule.

Scansion Exercise 2.3 - Write and scan eight lines of perfect dactylic dimeter using triple rhymes in even numbered lines.  Mark ictus, mora and virgule.

Scansion Exercise 2.5 - Write a couplet, each line of which scans in exactly the following way:

u / │ u / │ u / │ u /

Scansion Exercise 2.6 - Write a couplet, each line of which scans in exactly the following way:

u u / │ u u / │ u u / 

Scansion Exercise 2.7 - Write a couplet, each line of which scans in exactly the following way:

/ u u │ / u u │/ u u 

Scansion Exercise 2.8 - Write a couplet, each line of which scans in exactly the following way:

/ u  │ / u │/ u│ / u
Scansion Exercise 2.9 - Repeat Exercises 2.5 through 2.8 three times each.

Answer Key to Scansion Exercises

1.
Iambic tetrameter

2.
Trochaic tetrameter

3.
Dactylic trimeter

4.
Anapestic dimeter

5.
Dactylic tetrameter

6.
Iambic tetrameter

7.
Iambic tetrameter

8.
Dactylic tetrameter

9.
Dactylic tetrameter

10.
Trochaic tetrameter

11.
Iambic trimeter
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