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Which song structure should you choose? 
 
Do you want an ABAB refrain structure?  An AABA structure?  How do you know when to use 
a structure which implies the use of one structure over another? 
 
Variations of how to order and re-order material are nearly infinite.  This is not a science, and 
further illustrates the point we were making earlier about not wanting to turn you into 
mechanical lyricists.  Yes, we want you to master the mechanics of lyric writing, but you can see 
already how the creative instincts must come into play to determine which structure is going to 
suit the idea of the lyric the best. 
 
But it also illustrates the point that none of this happens by accident.  The meaning of a lyric 
implies an underlying structure, and the structure implies an underlying meaning. 
 
Do you want to take your lyric far far away from its starting point?  Consider ABAC, rather than 
AAA (which by its very structure, keeps returning to its own origins, do you see?). 
 
Do you have a long narration to tell?  You might consider AAA instead, so you don’t have to 
keep waiting for the refrain to play out before continuing with additional pieces of the story? 
 
Do you want to drag out the story-telling portion of the lyric?  In which case, perhaps ABAB is 
exactly what you’re looking for. 
 
Do you have a catchy title which you want to use as part of the lyric, but it’s a little cutesy and 
will outstay its welcome if you repeat it too many times?  Try ABAC instead of AABA. 
 
And so on, and so on, of course. 
 
As you’re crafting the first draft of your lyric, look to see if a particular structure is emerging off 
of the page.  If that doesn’t happen, examine the strengths of each of the various structures and 
see whether there’s a structure which immediately supports the meaning better than any of the 
others. 


