






Scansion Subtleties Assignment - Part Two 
 
 
Scansion Assignment 2.1 - Write and scan eight lines of iambic tetrameter which are perfect except 

for even numbered lines in which you are to use iambic trimeter.  Use only masculine 
rhymes.  Mark ictus, mora and virgule. 

 

1 u /│ u /│ u /│ u /│ 
My parents like to yell at me 

2 u /│ u /│ u /│ 
To not be on my phone 

3 u /│ u /│ u /│ u /│ 
“It’s rude and disrespectful too…” 

4 u /│ u /│ u /│ 
They like to bitch and moan 

5 u /│ u /│ u /│ u /│ 
But when I’m next at science fair 

6 u /│ u /│ u /│ 
Or not yet up at bat 

7 u /│ u /│ u /│ u /│ 
I’ll give you one good solid guess 

8 u /│ u /│ u /│ 
Of what they’re looking at 

 
 
 
Scansion Assignment 2.2 - Write and scan eight lines of perfect trochaic tetrameter which are perfect 

except for even numbered lines in which you are to use trochaic trimeter.  Use only feminine 
rhymes. Mark ictus, mora and virgule. 

 

1 /u│ /u │ /u │ /u │ 
Opting for the full-time van life 

2 /u│ /u │ /u │ 
Can be kind of tricky 

3 /u│ /u │ /u │ /u │ 
When your toilet’s in the kitchen 

4 /u│ /u │ /u │ 
You just can’t be picky 

5 /u│ /u │ /u │ /u │ 
Though it’s nice to reach your ice cream 

6 /u│ /u │ /u │ 
From your comfy fold-out 

7 /u│ /u │ /u │ /u │ 
You must take an outdoor shower 

8 /u│ /u │ /u │ 
Even when it’s cold out 



 
Scansion Assignment 2.3 - Write a quatrain which scans in the following way: 
 

u u / │ u u / │ u u / │ u / 
When my cat wants to walk on my face at night 

u / │ u u / │ u / 
I don’t say a word at all 

u u / │ u u / │ u u / │ u / 
For he’s king of the house and he knows what’s right 

u / │ u u / │ u / 
And now I must fetch his ball 

 
 
Scansion Assignment 2.4 - Write a quatrain which scans in the following way: 
 

 
/u u │ / u u │ / u u │  / u 
Bad-tempered children who step on the table 

u / u u │ /u u│ / 
Will go straight to bed without cake 

/u u │ / u u │ / u u │  / u 
Leaving their portions for paleo parents 

u / u u │ /u u│ / 
Who eagerly now will partake  

 
 
 


